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Rosalind Franklin Society Founding
Board to Hold Its First Meeting

he first meeting of the Found-

ing Board of the Rosalind

Franklin Society will take
place on April 6 at The Rockefeller Uni-
versity in New York City.

“The Rosalind Franklin Society will
significantly honor the achievements of
this pioneer in the discovery of the struc-
ture of DNA, whose accomplishments
were not fully recognized during her
lifetime and were not awarded posthu-
mously. They are still not completely
acknowledged,” said Mary Ann Liebert,
publisher of Genetic Engineering News
(GEN), who founded the society.

“Women continue to be under-appre-
ciated in science and technology,” she
added. “The issues that prevent or hold
back opportunities for women who
choose careers in the life sciences must
be addressed more proactively in order
for them to most fully contribute to sci-
entific research advances and education.
And while there is more recognition of
women’s achievements today, universal-
ly prestigious honors still lag significant-
ly behind those awarded to men.”

The international Society will high-
light the work of prominent women sci-

entists, encourage
greater opportuni-
ties for women in
the biomedical sci-
ences, and motivate
and educate, by
example and men-

toring, young gener-

Mary Ann Liebert

ations of women
who have this calling. The Founding
Board (see Table) includes notable
researchers, educators, administrators,
and biomedical science advocates who

will steer the Society toward its goals.

Recommendations and Initiatives

At the meeting on April 6, the by-
invitation Founding Board will analyze
the issues, consider policy recommen-
dations, and prioritize initiatives. A din-
ner for Founding Board members will
take place April 5 in New York City.

“The collective brain power of this
most illustrious board ensures that the
Society will be successful in confronting
the issues that disadvantage women in
the sciences and help identify and imple-
ment innovative policies and commit-

ments that ensure that the careers for

women in the sciences are both produc-
tive and rewarding,” said Jo Handels-
man, Ph.D., department of plant pathol-
ogy, University of Wisconsin-Madison,
and acting president of the Rosalind
Franklin Society.

There is progress. Six of the thirteen
NIH Director’s Pioneer Awards for
2005 were given to women. In 2004,
Linda Buck was awarded a Nobel Prize,
the seventh woman to have received an
award in the category of physiology
and medicine.

However, noted
Ms. Liebert, women
scientists are also
ignored or given less

consideration for

many other prizes
Jo Handelsman,

or 1nvitations to jomn Ph.D.

Rosalind Franklin,

_* Ph.D., (1920-58)
was a British x-ray
crystallographer. Her
work producing x-ray
images of DNA was

crucial in the discovery
of the structure of
DNA by James Watson
and Francis Crick.
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Rosalind Franklin Society Founding Board Members Include:

Nancy C. Andrews, M.D., Ph.D
Dean for Basic Sciences and Graduate Studies
Harvard Medical School

Thomas R. Cech, Ph.D.
President
Howard Hughes Medical Institute

Rita Balice-Gordon, Ph.D.
Professor, Department of Neuroscience
University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine

Jacqueline K. Barton, Ph.D.

Arthur and Marian Hanisch Memorial Professor
Department of Chemistry

California Institute of Technology

Professor Jean D. Beggs, CBE, FRS
Royal Society Darwin Trust Professor
Wellcome Trust Centre for Cell Biology
University of Edinburgh

Kenneth L. Berns, M.D., Ph.D.

Director, UF Genetics Institute
Distinguished Professor

Molecular Genetics & Microbiology
College of Medicine—University of Florida

Mina Bissell, Ph.D.

Director, Life Sciences Division
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory
University of California at Berkeley

Mrs. William McCormick (Deeda) Blair, Jr.
New York, NY

Helen M. Blau, Ph.D.

Director, Baxter Laboratory in Genetic
Pharmacology, Donald E. and Delia B. Baxter
Professor, Stanford University School of Medicine

Andrea Brand, Ph.D., FMedSci

Director of Research in Developmental
Neurobiology, Wellcome Trust /Cancer Research
U.K. Gordon, Institute, University of Cambridge

Sheila Ewing Browne, Ph.D.
Bertha Phillips Rodger Professor of Chemistry
Department of Chemistry, Mount Holyoke College

Joan S. Brugge, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Cell Biology
Harvard Medical School

Linda Buck, Ph.D.

Associate Director and Member

Division of Basic Sciences, Fred Hutchinson
Cancer Research Center

Affiliate Professor of Physiology and Biophysics,
University of Washington School of Medicine

Gail H. Cassell, Ph.D., D.Sc.(hon)

Vice President, ScientificAffairs and Distinguished
Research Scholar for Infectious Diseases

Eli Lilly and Company
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Vicki L. Chandler, Ph.D.

Carl E. and Patricia Weiler Endowed Chair for
Excellence in Agriculture and Life Sciences
Regents’ Professor, Dept. of Plant Sciences &
Molecular & Cellular Biology & Director of The BIOS
Institute, University of Arizona

Roberta F. Colman, Ph.D.
Willis F. Harrington Professor of Chemistry
& Biochemistry, University of Delaware

Rita R. Colwell, Ph.D.

Distinguished University Professor

University of Maryland College Park and

Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health

Shereen El Feki, MPhil, Ph.D.
Presenter, reporter, People & Power
Al Jazeera International

Claire M. Fraser-Liggett, Ph.D.
President and Director
The Institute for Genomic Research

Linda Froschauer

National Science Teachers Association President
2006-2007 K-8 Science Department Chair
Weston Middle School, Connecticut

Elaine Fuchs, Ph.D.

Rebecca C. Lancefield Professor

Laboratory of Mammailian Cell Biology and
Development, The Rockefeller University

Joseph G. Gall, Ph.D.
Department of Embryology
Carnegie Institution of Washington

Susan Gerbi, Ph.D.
Professor, Molecular Biology, Cell Biology, & Bio-
chemistry—Brown University

Laurie Glimcher, M.D.

Irene Heinz Given Professor of Immunology
Department of Immunology and Infectious Disease
Harvard School of Public Health

Julia Goodfellow, CBE
Chief Executive, Biotechnology and Biological
Sciences Research Council

Bernadine P. Healy, M.D.
U.S. News and World Report

Janet Holmgren, Ph.D.
President, Mills College

Susan Band Horwitz, Ph.D.

Rose C. Falkenstein Professor of Cancer Research
Co-Chair, Department of Molecular Pharmacology
Albert Einstein College of Medicine

Caroline A. Kovac, Ph.D.
Managing Director, Burrill and Company

Mary Ann Liebert
President and CEO
Mary Ann Liebert, Inc., publishers

Susan Lindquist, Ph.D.
Whitehead Institute, Cambridge, MA

Jennifer Lippincott-Schwartz, Ph.D.
Cell Biology and Metabolism Branch
NICHID, NIH

Sandra K. Masur, Ph.D.
Associate Dean for Faculty Development
Mt. Sinai School of Medicine

Ruth Merkatz, R.N., Ph.D.

Director, Contraceptive Development
Population Council

New York, NY

Suzanne Pfeffer, Ph.D.
Professor of Biochemistry
Stanford University School of Medicine

Carol Shoshkes Reiss, Ph.D.
Professor, Biology Department
New York University

Varda Rotter, Ph.D.

The Norman and Helen Asher Professor of
Cancer Research, Head, Yad Abraham Center f
or Cancer Diagnostics and Therapy
Department of Molecular and Cell Biology
Weizmann Institute of Science

Donna E. Shalala, Ph.D.
President, University of Miami

Jo Handelsman, Ph.D.

Howard Hughes Medical Institute Professor
Department of Plant Pathology

University of Wisconsin

Lucy Shapiro, Ph.D.

Ludwig Professor, Director of the Beckman Center
for Molecular and Genetic Medicine,

Stanford University School of Medicine
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Carla Shatz, Ph.D.
Chair, Department of Neurobiology
Harvard Medical School

Regine L. Sitruk-Ware, M.D.
Executive Director, Product Development
Center for Biomedical Research Population Council

Joan A. Steitz, Ph.D.
Sterling Professor of Molecular Biophysics and
Biochemistry, Yale University

Nancy E. Street, Ph.D.

Associate Dean, UT Southwestern Medical Center
at Dallas Southwestern Graduate School of
Biomedical Sciences

Janet Thornton, FRS
Director, European Bioinformatics Institute
Wellcome Trust Genome Campus

Clare M. Waterman-Storer, Ph.D.

Associate Professor, Laboratory for Cell Motility
Studies Department of Cell Biology

The Scripps Research Institute

Jennifer West, Ph.D.

Isabel C. Cameron Professor of Bioengineering
Director of the Institute of Biosciences and
Bioengineering

Edith Widder, Ph.D.
President and Senior Scientist
Ocean Research & Conservation Association

Marina E. Wolf, Ph.D.

Department of Neuroscience

Rosalind Franklin University of Medicine
and Science

Junying Yuan, Ph.D.
Department of Cell Biology
Harvard Medical School

Saba Valadkhan, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, Center for Molecular Biology
Case Western Reserve University

Jan T. Vilcek, M.D.
Professor, Department of Microbiology
NYU Medical Center

Ellen Vitetta, Ph.D.

Professor and Director

Cancer Immunobiology Center

University of Texas Southwestern Medical Center

Virginia A. Zakian, Ph.D.

Harry C. Weiss Professor in the Life Sciences
Dept of Molecular Biology,

Princeton University
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elite institutions and academies. There
are still prevailing perceptions that
women do not have the same talents and
abilities as their male colleagues in indus-
try as well as academia and government,
she maintained.

“The leadership opportunities for
women have not kept pace with those
of men,” said Ms. Liebert. “For
instance, there are very few biotech
companies that have been started by
women, and corporate boards also
reflect this disparity.”

“I really don’t know why there is
such a striking absence of women-start-
ed and/or women-led companies. Per-
haps it is a result of the aggregate effects
of other broad adverse circumstances,”
adds Linda Powers, managing director
and co-founder of Toucan Capital Fund
I, L.P, a $120-million venture capital
fund focused on seed and early-stage
life science and advanced technology
investments.

“For example, women scientists still
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receive disproportionately low portions
of the grant monies awarded. Women
also still seem to have a harder time get-
ting published, especially in top journals
and especially in regard to novel, para-
digm-shifting (i.e., dogma-busting) dis-
coveries—the kind that startups get built
around. One can’t start or build a com-
pany without funding, and venture capi-
talists themselves may be contributing to
the problem. VCs often look to fund on
the basis of ‘names’ and profiles, which
women scientists will be less likely to
have for the reasons just cited.”

Within its purview, the Rosalind
Franklin Society will also seek to educate
the public and members of the press
about the magnitude of the important
research and outcomes that women have
made, are making, and will continue to
make to the biomedical sciences.

Mary Ann Liebert, Inc., has provided
the funding and staff for the new Society.

For additional information, e-mail
mliebert@liebertpub.com. GEN
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